
The Pest Exclusion/Dog Teams Program is designed to detect, for inspection, unmarked incoming 
shipments of agricultural commodities, such as plants, flowers, and produce.  Inspections are 
conducted at express carriers, such as UPS, FedEx, and air freight terminals, as a primary defense 
against introduction and spread of exotic pests and diseases subject to quarantines.  There is no 
County cost associated with this program.

SUBJECT

January 17, 2012

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT #11-0380-SF WITH THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD 
AND AGRICULTURE FORTHE PEST EXCLUSION/DOG TEAMS PROGRAM   (ALL DISTRICTS) 

(3-VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Approve and instruct the Agricultural Commissioner/Director of Weights and Measures 
(Commissioner/Director) to sign the accompanying agreement (#11-0380-SF) with the California 
Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA), which reimburses the County in the amount of 
$653,624 for the term beginning July 1, 2011, through June 30, 2012, for work conducted by the 
Department of Agricultural Commissioner/ Weights and Measures (ACWM) for the Dog Team Parcel 
Inspections Program. 

2. Authorize the Commissioner/Director to amend the contract agreement in an amount not to 
exceed 10 percent of the original contract, at no County cost, subject to review and approval by 
County Counsel and the Chief Executive Office and notification to the Board offices

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION
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Your Board approved a similar agreement with CDFA in 2010.  Approval of the recommended 
actions will enable ACWM, through the Pest Exclusion/Dog Teams Program, to readily detect and 
inspect unmarked packages that contain fruits, vegetables, and plant material to prevent the entry of 
exotic plant pests and diseases into Los Angeles County.

The County Pest Exclusion/Dog Teams Program, through the scope of work and revenue provided 
through this agreement, provides for inspection of air freight terminals and express freight facilities 
through which agricultural commodities, such as plants, flowers, and produce, are routinely shipped.  
While such shipments are required by law to be appropriately labeled as containing plant material, 
there exists frequent non-compliance with such marking requirements, particularly in the case of 
non-commercial parcel shipments, presenting a significant threat of introduction of exotic pests that 
pose risks to the agricultural industry, native plant species, decorative landscaping, and the 
environment.  Detector dogs are highly trained to identify, through smell, the presence of plant 
material, providing invaluable assistance in detecting such shipments that would go unnoticed by 
human inspection personnel.  Prevention of pest introductions significantly reduces the need for 
costly pest eradication activities and resulting needs for increased applications of pesticides in Los 
Angeles County.

ACWM has consulted and worked collaboratively with shippers and receivers to assist in preventing 
the entry of exotic plant pests and diseases.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
Awarding the agreement meets the County’s Strategic Plan Goal of Operational Effectiveness.  The 
Pest Exclusion/Dog Teams Program significantly reduces the risk of new pest introduction, which 
reduces the need for pesticide applications against new pests in the County.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Under this agreement, CDFA will provide funding in the amount of $653,624 for work performed by 
this Department for the period July 1, 2011, through June 30, 2012.  Based upon the work 
parameters of this agreement, there are no net County costs.  The revenue was included in the 
Department’s Fiscal Year 2011-2012 Final Adopted Budget.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The contract applies to the period of July 1, 2011, through June 30, 2012.

As part of the pest prevention program mandated to the CDFA under California Food and 
Agricultural Code (FAC) sections 5023-5024, private parcels shipped by parcel delivery companies, 
such as FedEx and UPS, are inspected to ensure freedom from agricultural pests. The use of 
specially trained detector dogs enhances the County’s ability to inspect such parcels. 

In Fiscal Year 2009 – 2010, CDFA received supplemental funding for the program through the 
Federal Farm Bill.  The funding for this program from the Federal Farm Bill is expected to 
incrementally increase through 2014.  

Agreement #11-0380-SF has been reviewed by County Counsel and is approved as to form.

This cooperative agreement is presented for approval after the start of the fiscal year due, in part, to 
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late issuance of the draft agreement by CDFA.  The original draft agreement was not submitted by 
CDFA to ACWM until August 11, 2011.  Other internal delays occurred in evaluating the draft 
agreement, submitting it to County Counsel for review, and in preparing Board correspondence, 
which ACWM will take measures to prevent in the future.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The recommended Board action will support program services for the entire 2011-2012 Fiscal Year.

KURT E. FLOREN

Agricultural Commissioner, Director of Weights 
and Measures

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
Executive Officer; Board of Supervisors
County Counsel
Auditor-Controller

Respectfully submitted,

KEF:RKI:PJD:sl
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